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EECEE I S

IXTRCDUCTION:

1. In carrying out the mission with which I was entrusted, I went to

Buenos Aires on March 3 last and stayed in that ¢ity until March 20.

During that period of time I undertook my work on an intensive basis

and was in contact with many lawyers of the most diverse political per-
suasions, amengst whom figured some of the most respected persons in

our profession. I had interviews with the leaders and members of the
representative institutions of the professicn, the Buenos Aires Bar,

the Buenos Aires Lawyers' Association, and the Federation of Bar Soci-

eties. I was also in contact with journalists, university professors

and magistrates of differing degrees. - -

During my time in Buenos Aires I benefited from the full-time as-
sistance of two diplomats who, in the name of the Argentine government,
placed themselves at my disposal, thus facilitating by their great ef-
ficiency and courtesy all of the official contacts which I wished to
establish. Thus I was able to meet with Minister of State-and leaders
of the National Conpgress who represented the various parties.

On the other hand, I undertook extensive research into the laws
and executive decrees, judicial decisions and periodical collections.
By this means I gained wide-ranging documentation on facts and events,

The follawing report is the result of this work, In it I shall
examine firstly the pesition in which lawyers who engage in the defence
of political detainees in present day Argentina find themselves. This
position is one of the aspects of the process of political viclence
which the country is undergoing and concerning which, in the second part -
of the study, I shall present certain data. ) ]

§-3178 (a)



THE POSITION OF LAVYERS

2. Those lawyers who act as defence counsel for political detainees have
been victims of extensive violence, ranging from threats of murder to actual
physical elimination. Severai have had their offices damaged by explosions
and broken intoc by police authorities. Some are detained on order of the
Executive without any regular trial or the laying of formal charges. thers
have had to leave the country or go into hiding, thus necessarily abandoning
their professional activities.

thirty-tuo
3. The following-lawyers are being detainel at the pleasure of the Execu-
tive: Armando Rodolfo Fertita (i); Rall Degue; Eduardo Romanin; Lucila
F. Intelisano; Hordcio D. Zarmboni; Jorge J. EBallardini; Susana Aguad and
‘Susana Buconic (2); Ricardo Amor (3); Oscar Pedrota; Roberto Berges; ‘
‘Pable Lajarragsa; Carlos ilasole; Vicente V. Ayala (4); Rend Gabioux; Farat
Sire Salim (5); Hector Andreotti; Cesar Calcagno; Jilie C. Harcolli and
Jorge M. larca (6); Roberto Diaz; Abraham Kozak (7)}; Alfredo Ramon Gueva-
ra and Fuad Taum (8); Carlos Mariano Zamorano {9); Hector Archetti (10);
Juan Bonacossi (11); UYestor Bueno (12); Julio Everto Suarez (13); Eduardo
Garat (14); Daniel Veira (15); Andris Fidalro and Amalio Juan Rey. |

Yiapy consider this list incompliete. On it, however, figures the great
majority of defence advocates of political prisoners wheo were practising at
the time of their arrest. (18}

On Decerker 16, 1974, a representative committee of the Hovement for
the Protection of the Lenal Profession submitted a memorancum to the Supreme,
Court of Justice in which it petitioned the Court to request "the Executfve
to explain the srounds on which a number of lawyers had been taken into
custody’. In this memorandum were mentioned the names of several lawyers
referred to above and it was stated that “they were not charged with any
specific criminal acs”. (17}

Some 250 militant lawyers of the court in Cdrdoba recently had pub-~
iished an open letter to the President of the country and to the Minister
of the Interior, cailing for the release of Susana Aguad, Susana Buconic,
Abraham Kozak and Analio Rey, all of whom had been kept arbitrarily umder
arrest for more than three months. (18) '

twenty-six

4, The fOLLOthF-lBWVePS have, amongst others, been threatened with murder
by the terrorist organisation ASA ("Araentine  Anti-Communist Alliance™):
ifaric Hernadndez, Osvaldo Acosta, Eduardo Duhaide, Vicento Zito Lema, Ana
Haria Sanchez, Ines Cassibe, Ileiena l‘orenc, Eduardo A. Sanjurjo, Manuel Gag-
rero, Rodolfo llattareollo, Enrique 5chargorodsky, Gustave Roca, Lucia Garzon
liaceda, Carlos Altamire, Xafael Lombardi, Alfredo Bécerra, ‘Carles Bonglorno;
Hario Hathov, Rafael Cecilio Hagovich, iilario landaburu, Antonio Chta, Mario

PN
Yacub, Anilcar and ljanvela Santucho, Jorge Sivak and Hordcio Ramiro Vivas.
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Several of these lawyers had distinguished thersclves in their defence
of political detainees, activities which they have mow had to abarndon. Some
are in hiding after having had to go so far as to change their Dhys1c31 ap-
pearance. Some of these attorneys were contacted by me

5. Several lawyers had their offices brokern into. This is the case of
Allcia Pierini, Pedro Galin and Alejandro Teitelbaum. EDarlier the offices
of Mava Menvielle, liacta Decundz, Eupernio Laera, Silvio Freoudizi and Antonio
Sosa - all defencze counsel for political detainees ~ were also forcibly
entered. (29) '

On liay. 10, 1974%, thz iew offices of iiiguel Zevala Rocdriguesz, Hember of
Congress, in Mar delPlats were broken into by agents of the Provincial and
Federal Police. (20) Shortiy after the funeral of Rodolfo Ortega Pena, the
homes of several attorneys were forcibly entered by Federal Police.. Amongst
these were Carlos Gonzalez Gartlané end Mario Heraindez. {21)

6. Hore serjous attacks have alsoc taken place. The Guild of Attormeys of
the Federal Capital had its head office completely -destroyed by piastic ex-
plosives which caused injuries to four passers-by. - This occwrred on July 17,
1974, The Guild had called a meetine of defence cuunsel of political pri-
soners and workers. One of its officers stated that sevaral threats had been
made by a commando named Juan Hanuel de Rosas.(22)

The Bar Association of Eahia Blanca's headquarters was the victim of an
attack with explosives and shooting shortly after the Association had decided
that its members would thereafter be designated as defence counsel for poli-
tical detainees by the drawing of lots, since it was impossible for those
lawyers chosen by the accused to assume such a responsibility. Those whose
names were drawn had their homes bombed and were subsequently arrested. The
Bar Association in Tucumdn was also the target of an attack after having pub-
lished a document protesting against assaults which had beer made on lawyers.
Its headguarters were completely destreyed after having been twice dynamited.

: _ (23)

The offices and homes of many lawyers have bzen attacked by bombs and
rifie fire. This has happened to Attorneys Carlos A. Gonzalez Gartland and
Saul Lipovetzsky (in October 1974) as well as to Attorneys Vicente Zito Lema
and Miguel A. Radpizzani €ofii. In a document issued in the nome of the de-
fence counsel for guerrilla fighters arrested in Catamarca, Jr. Silvio Fron-
dizi and Dr. lianuel Gaprero denounced “interference and all types of intimi-
.dation to which counsel undertaking to defend those arrested were subjected.
.In the case of Dr. Marcoili, the Provincial Governor of Catamarca reguired
him to resign from public office and he was thredtcned if he did not comply.
Eis home was, moreover, forcibly broken into by the Federal Security Agency's
agents. The home of Dr. ilartinelli, barrister in Tucumdn, vzs destroyed by
explosives and 2rs. Curutchet and Perez were taken into custody when the
hotel in which they were staying the night was broken inte. ™

The same Dr. Silvio Frondizi (who was later murdered) had his office
destroyed by a bomb on Aupust 2¢, 1974. (24) The howe of Attorney Amado -
Nelsén Machado of Resario who was making grave accusations against the police
of the district of Villa llupueta at the time, was attackzd by & hail of
. machine-gun fire. (25) -

7. After being repeatedly threatenzd, Attorncys Pedro Galin (26), iHario
Diehi, Rafael J. Perez, Alejandro Teitelbaun, E. Mogueras, QOscar Rabinovich,
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Hirta Sofia and Carlos A. Genzaiez CGartland, have left the country.

€. The culmipating peint of this viclence directed azainst lawyerq was
reached with the draratic. death of several of then.

Lefore 1973 the only case on record was that of ilestor Hartins, cap-
tured as he was leaving his office on Decerber 16, 1970, accompanied by his
client, Ilildo Zenteno. Ilartins had denocunced several poiicemen for torture
and was engaged at the time in proving the truth of his aliesations in
court. lothing more has ever been heard either of the lawyer or of his
c¢ilient, There is no doubt that they are dead. (27)

The death of ilestor Hartins beloncs, however, tc the past. The cur-
rent pelitical history of Arqentina berins with the taking of office by
Pre51dent_Camnnng_on Hay 25, 1373, in the nidst of delirious demonstrations
on the part of the people. From that date on, there are the following cases
on record:

/ (a) the murder of Antonic Deleroni, defence counsel for political detain-
ees and "Peronista” militant, and of his companion, N&lida Florentina
Arana, took place on Novembe 273, in the.city of San iiiguel.
Deleroni had been outstanding in his defence of poiitical prisoners
under- the military PLg“ﬂE and had recently denounced police torture
carried out in the police station of San Hipuel. (28)

According to the reports in various periodicals, the crime took
rlace in San Higuel railway station, shortly after %.00 p.m. As the
couple was preparing to enter the train, they were intercepted by a
youth who got out of a car in which vere five other persons. Deler-
oni's companion, upon realising their criminai purpose, placed herself
in front of him and was shot several times. Then Deleroni himself was
repeatedly short and died instantily.

Two peiiceren who were in a traim went off in pursuit of the erim
ninal and managed to apprehend and disarm him. He was discovered to
be Ricardo Julioc Villanueva, 27 vears of are, who declared that he was
a merber of the (Peronist) Partido Justicialista, and agave his address
as the Superior School of Political Leadership in the capital. The
latter orsanisation is connected with the powerful metal workers'
union (U0:I) and occupies an important position in the *Peronista
Superior Council. 1In a previous action brousht against Viilanueva for
the possession of weapons of war, he requested the return of his per-

j sonal belongings on a piece of paper with the letter-head of the Per~
onist Youth of the Republic of Argentina, and stated that he was an
official of the {iinistry of Social “ielfare. (29)

(b} On July 31, 1974, at a place in the centre of the city of Buenos Aires
at about 10.30 p.m., a ilember of Congress, Rodolfo Ortesa Pena, was
shot as he was pgetting out of a taxi with his wife. ke had distin-
guished himself as an exceptionally energetic defence counsel for poli-
tical detainees. The crime occurred as the Hember of Congress was get--
ting out of a taxi with his wife. Three men armed with machine guns
shot hin in several places in the head and body. His wife was wounded
also, although not seriously. The murderers got away and there has
been no news on the results of the investigation. (30) His funeral
was a gigantic popuiar demonstration, severely repressed by armed
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federal police in armoured cars and on notorcycles. They staged raids,
even inside the cemetery, and made 380 arrests. {31} The fellowing day
the Ministry of the Interior issued a cemmunigué stating that “in view
of the continual disorders which tock place during the procession (of
mourners), 380 persons had been arrested, of whom 303 were tried for
contempt, illepgal possession of arms and mischievous darane. The rest
vere released since they were minors." (32)

The demonstrators ‘carried placards on which was inscrlbed the old
"peronista® motto “La Sangre derramaca no serd negociada" ("There shail
be no bargaining with bleood that has been shed" ).

At the commemorative session of the Chamber of Representatives,
Rep. Herchensky (FPEJULI) /a political party, the Frénte Justicialista
de Liberacidn - Trans./ stated: "The protection and the safety of Ar-
gentlnlans are _mnerllled as they have never been befor e in our hist-
ry.” (33)

(c) On September 11, 1974, while returning fror the distant town of Rio
Galiegos where he had been visi tlnr Dol;t1cal prisonears, Alfredo
Curutchet, a 3t-year oid lawyer from Cdrdoba, wvas k;dﬁapbed and murder-
ed. Previously his home had been the target of borbings and machine-
cun fire, The funeral took place in Cérdoba.’ The criminals used a

"green Ford Falcon. i{3%) Fara-police groups.were directly responsible
for the crime. (35) The investigations have led to no results.

(d) On September 27, 1974, Dr. Silvio Frondizi was kidunapped from his son-
‘ip-law's home in a spectacular commando<type operation. He was later
found dead in the Ezeiza Recreationh Centre. Silvio Frondizi was the
brother of a former Fresicent of Argentina and an act Ve defender of
"political prisoners. : '

The kidnappins took place in the early afternnon in a busy Buenos
Aires street and involved a2 number of nersons. Traffic was stopped in
the neiphbourhood for fiteen minutes and no-one in zuthority intervened.
The lawyer's son-in-law, Hr. Luis liendiburu, was killed by machine-gun
fire when he tried to frotect his father-in-law. TFrondizi's wife and a
neighbour were wounded. The AAA cleimed responsibility for the acts.
Althourh the murderers made their petaway in a rord Failconm with a flat
tyre, the investications undertaken have yieided no results up to now.

: (36)

(€). “Two young women lawyers from Santa FZ, Harta Zameso and Hilda Urquia,

: 32 and 22 years of ase respectively, were found choked to death in a
small creek near the town. They had been arrested by the police and
released bécause no charmes were laid., Five days later a group of per-
sons kidnapped them and threw them into the water with their hands and
feet bound. They wers also defence counsel ‘for politicel prisoners.

9. As a result of these events, the lawyers who were working on political
“-trials and who were still at large, beman to refuse systematically this sort
of case, alleging that they were civen nmo protection. Pelitical prisoners
beran to be defended by public defenders who only pPOV1ﬂeG a fotally inef-
fectlve pro forma defence.

Also several’ JRWYGFQ complained that when pnlitical priseners instructed
‘legal counscl of the¢r own choosanﬂ, their conditions of detention became
more rlgorous.
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10.. Dr. Antonio Benitez, Minister of Justice, told me that he himself had
been imprisoned in the past for nearly two years without any trial whatso-
ever and without any international organisation concarning- itself with the
matter. The same thing happened with the iiinister of the Interior, Dr. Al-

berto Rocamora.

He stated that the lawyers who defended political prisoners were also
militant activists in politics and it was bacause of their militancy that
some had been killed and others arrested. As regards the latter group, he
stated that the situation of each detainee wis being examined and that on
the basis of the conclusions reached they would either be released or sent
for trial.

The Hinister stated also that the lawyers were getting fabulous sums
from the guerilla organisations. The police had found the books of the ERP
{The People's Revolutionary Army) showing that a payment of 600 million
(0ld) pesos had been paid to lawyers. (37)

Dr. Benitez declared also that judges were being intimidated by sub-
versive organisations and .often resorted to claiming lack of jurisdiction
over the matter as a delaying tactic in order to avoid having tc hand down
a decision. (38) The Minister stated that the Government has no knowledge
of activities of para-police groups and that it is ignorant of the identity
of those responsibie ror wne attorneys' deaths.

It is a fact that many lawyers are political activists. Dr. Delercni
belonged to the "Peronismo de Base" organisation. (39) Dr. Ortega Pefia also
belonged to the "Peronismo de Base" orsanisation znd was a member of the
Government block. (40} In the note issued by Drs. Silvic Frondizi and
llanuel Gaggerc, entitled "Press Conference', in the name of the defence
counsel of the detainees in Catamarca, it was stated that they, along with
Drs. Julio Marcolli, Jorge ilarca, Alfredo Curutchut, Felipe Martin and
Rafael Perez, formed that liational Central Ccrnittee of the Lawyers of FAS,
the "Anti-imperialist Front for Socialism™. ——

-It did not appear, however, that any of these lawyers had engaged in
illepal political activities nor that they were connected with subversive
organisations. The homege paid to Dr. Ortega Pefia in the Chamber of Repre-
sentatives and the (useless) guarantees of personal safety given to Dr.
Silvio Frondizi ten days before his death by the Minister of Justice, bear
witness to this.

11. The Buenos Aires Bar Association (College of Advocates) has néver
spoken out in defence of lawyers or in favour of defending political pri-
soners. In Buenos Aires (contrary to the practice elsewhere in the country)
lawyers are not cbliged to be registered members of the Bar Association. It
is said that the Buenos Aires Bar Association (College of Advocates) is
extremely couservative, opposing compulsory membership and formed of a small
number of practitioners.

The Buenos Aires Association of Advocates is numerically much more im- .
portant than the Bar Association. It is in favour of compulsory membership
of the Bar Association and is a moderate body.

The Guild of Advocates, fdunded in 1971 and today practically noa-
existent, was noted for its defence of political prisoners (guerrilla
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fighters included), its denunciations of monopolies, &and its strugele for
popular demands, as well as for its counselling of trade unions and workers.
It consisted of leftist lawvers, both "Peronista"™ and otherwise. All of the
‘_lawyers killed were members of the Guild.- It has twice been hit'by terror-
%”’—ist attacks. Its leaders have disappeared, are under arrest or are in
exile. : -

“Part IIX

The State of Siege

12. At present there is in force over the whole of the national territory
a state of siege decreed by the Ixecutive on iovermber 6, 1974, during.thé
congressional recess.

The Constitution of the Repubiic of Argentina empowers the President
of the Pepublic {Articie B35, ciause 19) to declare a state of s;ege in cases
of "internal upheaval" if the Congress is in recess. Congress norrally sits
from Hay 1 to September 3C (nrtlcle S5 of the Constitution).

The sztate of siezce suspends all constitﬁtibnal guéraﬁtees, confers on
the President of the Republic. the power to order arrests and tramsfers of
persons {rom one piace to another within the national terrltory, unless they
prefer to leave the country fAPt"C;& 23 of the Const1tut;on) Under the
Argentinian system, a state of si ﬂge effectively permits the arrest and de-
tention of any person for an indefinite period of time. :

The state of siege was decreed after a series of serious attacks which

were carried out by the suerriils groups, the most significant of which are
the “iontoneros" and the LRP {Peovie's Revolutionary. Army).

The Subversive Orpanisations

13. The llontoneros rroup, formed in hidinz 'in 1969, is composed of. young
persons with middle class, cathoiic and nationaiist backgrounds. From its
inception it has always been avowedly Peronist, signing its communications
with the motto “Perdn o liuerte” (“Peron or Death”)}. The moverent took shape
on the national level with the kidnapping and death of General Pedro E.
Aranburu, forwer President of Argentina. (41) -

‘ Durlnﬂ the 1°70 - ¢973 perioé, the organisation undertook 1nnumerab1e
assaults and attacks (ov the piacing of explosivesl, and receiving growing
support from the Peronist Youth liovement and from General Peron hlmself who,
on diverse occasions, referred to it as "that marvellous youth who struggles
arainst military dictatorship with weapons in their hands and who know how
to give their lives..for the Fatheriand™. {(42)

After huvlnﬂ berun on this cztholic and populiist xdeolog;cal foundatlon,
the Montoneros pradually became more oné more socialist. Its documents boint
to an evolution tewards Marxism, although it is faltering and iil-defined.

In its 1deolopy ané in its connection to the Peronlst movement, it is
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fundamentaily distinct from the Peopie's Revolutionary Army (ERP) and aii

of the other leftist groups or parties. It hopes to take power by guerrills
actions, organising the workines class so that, after the spread of the armed
conflict, it can take power. In the present political situation its aim is

" the overthrow of the present government which is does not recognise as

Peronist. It condemns the Peronist trade union and poiitical leadership as
"a turn-coat bureaucracy".

The main tactics of the Hontoner%g?gge violent (and in this it is not
alone). Its armed manoeuvres consist of: (a) kidnapping offidials or own-
ers of larse undertakinegs in order to raise funds; (b) kidnapping officials
or owners of larse companies which are in conflict with its own officers, so
as te force the undertakinrs to yield to the dermands of the workers;

{¢) executions by asttacks on policemen accused of havins tortured or kililed
political activists. Similerly, it has eliminated various right-wing

‘Peronist militants, accusing them of the deaths of some of its own activists.

This ceme about in connection with the participants in the Ezeiza massacre,

' ‘ ' (43)

The hostilities between the government (or rather the official-line
Peronists) and the iiontoneros became more serious after Peron's-death (on
July 1, 1874). The periodicals Descamisado, Causa Peroniste and L1 Peron-
ista were cliosed down. The same happened to the newspaper Notlcias wiaich
was of the same tendency. On September 6, 1974, the ilontoneros stated that
they were going underground to take up the armed struggle again "because all
possibilities of legal action have been exhausted”. The movement has de-
clared war on the gsovernment. Since then it has been credited with a large,
nurber of acts of viclence, such as the murder of trade union leaders, the
execution of Inspecter Viliar, chief of the federal police, the kidnapping
and murder of the United States Consul in Cdrdoba (44), the kidnapping of
the Born borthers (of the powerful Bunge and Born concern), etc.

14, The Pecopie’s Revolutionary Arny (LRP) also came to the fore during the
miiitary dictatorship as the armed wing of the Yorkers' Revolutionary Party
(PRT) at its fifth convress in 1970-71. It had its baptism of fire in the __
operations carried out in ¢hrdoba in June 1971. It is of Trotgkyite persu-
asion and considers itself the only truiy revolutionary movement. (45) It
distinpuished itseif in certain operations which had wide repercussions and

‘which it carried off with remarkable efficiency. Thus, for example: there

was the attack on the military ~arrison at Azul in February 1974, A mili-
tary installation (located some 230 riles from Luenos Aires) was occupied,
arms were itaken and the second-in-cemmand was kidnapped and afterwards kil-
ied. About the middle of that year they attacked a military factory in
Villa Maria, a town near Cérdoba, and took a great quantity of arms. A fur-
ther spectacular operation in Catarmarca was frustrated by chance circum-
stances. .

Anong the kidnappings of important businessmen, the ERP claims credit
for that of the General 'lanaper of Exxon (Argentina), released outside the
country on payment of the fabulous sum of US$1i4,000,000. (46)

At the present time, thearmy is carrying out a wigde-ranging military
operation in the mountainous region of Tucumdn, where it is alleged that
the guerrilla fiphters are install:ng their headauarters. (47)

15. There are other groups engaced in subversion. The kidnappin~ of the

Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Buenos Aires, huro Anzoarregui, was
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carried out by the FAL, inspired by Che Cuevara. It uas ciaimed that throush
this kidnanping informetion was chtained concernins a ‘muerrilla fighter :in
custedy. The fizhter In question was finally sevt to Peru and tha judre re-
leased. (4€)

The political viclence of the subversives was invokéﬁ as justification
for the state of siﬂﬂo In view of the irmnressive succession of murders znd
violent attacks which have faken place recentiy, the 'inister of Labour,
Ricardo Ortero, stated in Posadas “Areentina is now exnerlenc*np a time of
war®. {Jornal do Brasil, 'larch 28, 1%7%) _ }

"The Activities of the Para-Police firouns

16. This presents the most serious phenomenon in the crisis vhich Arsentina
is underroina. That there are para-police groups oparatins is not open to
.the slightest doubt. (43) The most important end most remarkable is that
‘which operates umder the name “AAAS (Arcentine Anti-Communist Alliance},
‘whose first operation was the attempt on the iife of the Radical Senator
Solari Irigoyen, in December 1973. (52) This organisation toock responsibil-
ity for the majority of the kidnappinrs, attacks and crimes committed in
recent months in reply. te subversive terrorism. o

There is no proof of th=ar= heing z connection between the AAA and the
pclice or the sovernment., Hevertheless, certain si ignificant r¢cts can be
mentioned to show, at least, official complacefcy +owards 1t

sl . -

{a)} The absolute impunity of the rirht-wine srouns. Un to now, except in
the Deleroni caze (which was not undertaken by the AAL, but by an inde-
pendent group whose executionsr was captured by a corbination of fortu-
itous events) ncne of +he inpumerable crirmes vhich have been carri=d
out by rirht-wing sroups hzs ever been solved.

(5) The elsments who form these ~rouns declare themselves to be members of
the federal police and act freelv and onenly using vehicles which are - —
not stolen an¢ which very oftan correspon? te the types and makes used
by the police. Thev ars not disturhed Dy the nublic authorities-in any
way even if they are carrvin~ out operations in fuil li~ht of day and
::ith no particular rush, as was the case in the kidnappings and deaths
of Atllio Ldpez and Silvio Frondizi, and the raid on the offices of the
newspaper, Voz del Interisor, amonrst others. ' ' o

(¢) A defence of clendestine activitirs of the nolice made in an article
publisked in the offiecial orean of tue Peronist Party, the review Las
fases, which is manassd by a “‘inigter, “c..lopez Repa. In this article

___;E:D the point of vieuw is -ut forward that there is no reason to criticise

police if they resort to iileszl and underground tactics to suppress
illegal and undercrounc coroups.

The weekly L1 Caudiilo, of an cbviously totalitarian persuasion,
onenly pronegandised for violsnt action arainst leftist militants, many
.0f vhom were subsecuently killed by rirht-wing cormmandos (Oftéﬁa _Pena, -
Father Mupica, Atilio uénezﬂ ete). Tt nairtains the subversives nust
die so that the fatherland may live. In its editorials the phrase ‘'the
best enemy is a dead enewmy  constantly ampears. This periodical aluays
-_57 carries a substantizl arount of advertisine for the !linistry of Social
“eifare. (51} :
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. former Vice-Governor of Cdrdoba Atllic Lépez "and of Juan Varas, former

{d} Lawyers who visited political prisoners received letters threatening
them with death shortly after their‘visits. In the letter received
by Dr. Hordcio Ramire Vivas, there was an error in one of his christ-
ian pnames - the same which he had noted on the official authorisation
for his visit and which he presented to the prison guards.

(e} In a document made public on November 4, 1974, the families of politi-
cal prisoners denounced an episcde which had taker place in the Villa
Devoto prison the week before: the prisoners in a ceriain ward were
moved out of their cells for a brief time so that these might be in-
spected, Upon their return, they found printed on the walls the let-
ters "TARAM,

17. The AAA organisation, by means of cormuniqués made to the mass media,
publicly assumed responsibility for various crimes, amongst which are the
murders of the forrmer Chief of Police of Buenos Aires, Julio Troxler, of
the Nember of Congress Ortega Pefia, of the lawyer Alfredo Curutchet, of the

Under-Secretary of Commerce of that province. (52) It has sent threatening
letters to a great number of person$ of the most differing walks of life

and tendencies, among whom are liembers of Conaress and Senators (53), judges,
university professors, clerics, trade union and student leaders and even
actors (54), Such threats were also made against any and all lawyers who
might defend or have defended political prisoners, as already mentioned.

18, Some impressive events and circumstances, only some out of many, merit
special reference, besides the murders of lawyers already described in the
first Part of this study. ‘

On February 18, 197k, a heavy explosive blew up in one of the streets
of central Brenos Aires. It was being carried by Alejandro Ciovenco Romero
in a brief-case. He lost his arm and subsequently died. It was discovered
that he workedas sbody-guard at the Metalworkers'! Union and belonged to the
Peronist Youth. He was considered an expert in arms and explosives and
took part in weekly meetings with the President of Argentina, at Olivos, as__
representative of the Maticnal Centre of Peronist Youth. (55) There is no
indication that any investipation of the event has taker place. Similarly,
there is no information on what was to be the bomb's dJdistinetion.

The kidnappines and attacks are countless in which FordFalcon auto-
mobiles, similar to those used by the federal police, appear. The kidnap-~
piug of Dr. Silvie Trondizi has already been wentioned. In that case a2 car
of this make was abandoned by the perpetrators of the crime, but nothing
was ever heard of it. TordFalcon caré carrying criminals on various other
missions have been noted: at the kidnapping and death of the trad union
leader Carlos Borroneo Chavez, which tock vlace on June 17, 1974 (56); at
the shooting of two young men in the Los Perales district of Mataderos (57);
at the attack against the headquarters of the Peronist Youth, First Regional
Office, on June 29, 1974 (58); at the shooting attack arainst a worker on
August 2, 197% (59); +the kidnappinr and death o Atllio Lopez, former Vice-
Governor of Cérdoba,and of Juan Jos£ Varas (60); the kidnapping and death
of Eduardo Ambrosic Romerc, Villero Feronist Movement militant from Cdrdoba,
on the occasion of President Peron's funeral (61); at the death of Enrique
Rusconi, leader of the Revolutionary Communist Party, on December 7, 1974

- (62); at the death of five alleged subversives at Villa Lugano, in Buenos

Alres, on Dember 13, 1974 (£3); at the kidnapping and death of Hector Jorge
Cols and Maria del Carmen Baldi on December 12, 197u (6u4).
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The kidnappings and deaths of Atllio Lépez and Juan Jos& Varas, on-
September 16, 1974, are surprising. Eoth had been staying in a Buenos Aires
hotel since the 11th. Varas had decided to return to Cérdoba.and was going
towards the airport. His name was called over the loudspeakers, but he was
already inside the aeroplane. His disembarkation was reguested by the
flight control tower and was authorised by persons claiming to belong to
‘the Federal Coordination Authority. Then Varas was captured and takem back
‘to the hotel where Atllio Ldpez was staying. There his capturers identified
themselves once apain as policemen, went up to Ldpez' apartment and brought
him back under arrest and handcuffed along with Varas. They all got into an
automobile and left at hich speed. Hours later both corpses were found
drilled with bullet-holes in an open space in sreater Buenos Airest There
are other details: in front of the hotel one of the cars was double-parked
and this came to the attention of a patrolman. iHe, after having spoken to
the occupants of the vehicle, went on his way. MNothing is known of .the in-
vestigation, which was supposed to verify this occurrence. ‘

Atilio Ldpez was, along with thé then Governor Obregon Canc, deposed
in Cdrdcba on February 27, 1974, by the then Chief of Police, Colonel Antenio
Domingo Havarro. Both had been elected and taken office on Hay 25, 1973.
The President of the Repubiic mave his support to this illegal act and is-
sued a decree authorising Federal intervention in the province. (66) Havarro
attempted to bring to trial some 80 persons who were on-the Governor's staff
charging them with illegal possession of weapons, but the trials were ad-
journed sipe die. (67) Crininal charges were brought against Navarro but he
was subsequently pardoned by the President of the Republic. (68)

flany people name Colonel avarro as an AAA leader.
The attacks against political and activist organisations, ftrade unions
and their leaders are countless.  The kidnappings and murders, many of which

Wwere perpetrated with refined cruelty, are numerous, and all of them are
fully documented. In 2974 alone more than 300 crimes were committed. (869)

Attacks on the Judiciary

29. It can be stated thet virtually all federal judges and magistrates of
the Supreme Court receive threats from the AAA if they act leniently towards
persons convicted of subversion.

20. In Cérdcba, Judpe Carlos Haiberadidn was the victim of a grievous as-
sault because he had sentenced 13 policemen teo prison terms on their convie-
tion for the death of five officials of the Arsentinian Cooperative Associa-
tion {(whom in the beginning they had tried to pass off as subversive ).

When, in Febpruary 1974, Colonel Havarro deposed the legally elected governmor,
the judge's residence was the targset of a bombing attack and was partially
destroyed. .

) On Yay 28, 1974, he was in his home, by then rebuilt, with two friends
when, towards the end of the eveninp, he was called on the door phoné (inter-
.com system) by persons identifying themselves as from the’Governor's proto-
col staff”. One of the two friends went downto cpen the door and was imme-
diately threatened by two persons, carrying automatic weapons, supported by
two other individuals who were in a car. Faced with such an imminent attack
Dr. Haiberadién, having no other exit, jumped out of a window some 18 feet
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- above -ground, onto the patioc of a neighbouring.hduse'and suffered consider-
able bedily injury. His assaillants, having iooked for him throughout the
house and sayins that they had come te kill him, left uttering threats.

Some four months later, during which time neither the public authori-
ties nor the police had made the slightest effort to undertake an inquiry,
the person who had answered the door Trecognised one of the assailants in
a public place. Upon carryinc out a personal investiration, he discovered
that the person was a public servant in the security service of the Hinistry
of Social Welfare, working on a short-time posting in Cérdoba. He further
found out that the attacker belonged tc the 'Black Eamle Squadron®, a para-
police group whose aim is to intimidate and liquidate political militants,
which confirmed that it had sought to kill Judge Haiberadidn because it
thought him to be connected with leftist Peronist groups. (70)

21. Towards the end of 1974, there was a complete re-shuffle in the judi-
ciary, and judges were given exceptionally favourable incentives to take
early retirement. All of them took advantage of this and retlred, leaving
the field open for new judges.

Arrests

22, There is considerable doubt as to the number of persons presently held
at the Executive's pieasure. The Hinister of the Interior, Dr. Alberto
Rocamora, recently declared that he did not know the exact number, but he

- estimated some 700. (71) Dr. Antonio Benitez, the Minister of Justice,
told me that there were 600 persons under arrest. Antonio Trocolli, Member
of Congress and leader of the Radical Civie Union (UCR) in the House of Re-
presentatives, thinks that the nurber of prisoners must be in the range of
1,200. The Argentinian Human Rights .eapue, in a document to which refer-
ence has already been made, reports that the number of prisoners is estima-
ted at 2,000, but this would seem exapggerated.

Only a small number, certainly not more than 300, have been tried. “The
others are in the strance situation of prisoners for an indefinite time not
charged with anything.

Hr. Trécolli spoke out in favour of a Parliamentary Commission "to
examine the grounds for each arrest so as to judge politicaily what use is
being made of the emergency powers (state of siege). In this manner it
would be shown that the great majority of arrests have been unfounded and
that consequently those being punished in this manner should be released."
(72) A Provincial Committee of the UCR in Cdrdcba made a public’ protest
against indiscriminate arrests of persons who had nothing to do with sub-
version and against the forcible entry of homes by the pollce w1thout war-
rant or basis. (73}

23, The situation of the detainees is not a good one.” The ifaticnal Censti-
tution provides that “the Nation's prisomns shall be healthy and clean, used
for the security and not for punishment of the criminais housed in them,

- and any measures taken on the prounds of preventive action which ‘leads to
the inflicting of anything other than what is required by law,-shall be
brournht before the sentencing judre” {last part of Article 18).
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A Draft Gemeral Part of the Fenal Code, recently drawn up by a Covern-

. ment appointed commission, no-es, however, in its preauble’ that certain
"penal ‘establishments contain “often-times sub-human conditions™. (74) Seri~

ous uprisings have takdén place in the prisens cf 3an Nicolas (nuenos Aire

Provlnce) and at OLHOS ( loserio). 75)

It 1s common practlﬁe to move political pr;soa:rs from one part of the

_.'country 10 another, 1ﬁc?uc1nw to penal institutions located at distamnt
.. places such’as Rio Galléegos prison, se-s 1,600 miles from the capital. Many
'“documenta drawn up by onganisatiens of ithe “families of political’detainees

- complain of the appalling ccaditions in ‘which the priseners are kept in var-

24, Cases of proven torture of political prisoners are common. ihile I

ious prisons, Vilia D&voto in the capital included. (75) The situation at

"Rawson, Chubut Prov1nce, in far distant Fatagenia,is particularly disguiet-

ing. * Politicel prisoners started being sent there cn December ity ;974, and
according to rumour thers are about 140 pritoners in Rawson.

. Polltlcax prisoners come under 3 ula*lon issued on May 14%. 1963,
which’ provides that lawyers ray see prlsonnrs but have no phy51ca¢ contact
with them and meetings must *take place in visiting rooms "under direct and
watchful supervision, undertaken for reacens of secvrity” (s. 10).

Torture of Politiczl Prisoners

T

was in Buenos Aires, the pdpers published a statement of former President
Arturo Frondizi to the effect that it will not have escaped anyone's notice
that torture is alnost‘bec:ﬂlng an ‘institution in our country. If on the
‘one hand the terrible degradatics of tortur: is not foupht against, no at-

_tempt can be made at citivprting that other terrible devradutlon consisting
-of the death of 11nocert Qpl- in gunr-;

lia warfare." (ff)

1here exist mzny rmp s ‘of tovtube which'havc beza written by politi-
cal priscners with minuts £nd dntziled deseriptions of the sufferings to
which they wera subjzcted.

The torture .inflizted by the police or Fus@bio de J3sus Haestre and
Luiza Galli de Plotkoveli, arrested eon April i7, 1.974%, have been proved by
an -official medical expert report, 2s well as those inflicted om Alberto
liguel Campos and Rosa liaria Pawsas, crrested on the '19th of that month. (78)

_ At the press conference held by the counsel for the defence of the pri-
soners in Catamarca on August 10, 1974, it was stated that all o&f the pri-
soners had been subjected to heorrible torture inc¢luding drugs. The prison-
ers were exarined by a medical board formed of saven doctors appointed by
the Catamarca iledical Associatjon, which found that they hud been the vic-
tims of torture including eclectric shocks and leng oﬂlvatlon of water and
food.

'The Chamber of Representatives of Tucumdn, through .a Commission of En-

o quiry, accused S4 high-ranking heads of the provincizl police of ill-treat-
. ment of Dolitica¢ detzinzec Tha torture precticed on Seven pérsons ar-

rested in Tucumin on Sepuenbbr 27, 1974 {Castre, Tumini, Geraud, De Bene-
detti, nlpodas and Melioni) (79) has been 1ud1q1ally proved.

$-3178 (a)




- 13 -

Simiiarly, -in Santa F& the coroner proved that labour.leader Ovidio
Valentln Granetto and the young Oscar herbetta had been subjected to tor-
. (80)

Freedor of the Press

.25. From July 1973, thé circulation of various periodicils end newspapers
..{E1 #undo, Noticias, Respuesta Popuiar, La Calle and Cridnica) and- reviews
(ElL Descamlsado, dllltanc1a, La Causa” Percnista, De- Frente, El Peronlsta,
Cablldo) has been DPOhlblted by Government decree. : - . -

Some of these P&PlOdlCuLS were assoc1ated with the revolutzonary side
of. Peronlsn, such &s HMilitancia, El1 Déscamisadd and De Frente, journals’
dlrectly bound up with the Peronist Youth dovement. ilotlcias and La Causa
Peronlsta, closed down on’ Puaust 27, 1974 “and Septenber 5, 1974, respect-
' ively, were unoff1c1al ‘organs of the Montoneros. The' review Cabildo was
'antl-Peronxst notorlously pro—tota;ltarlan and rlght-w1ng'nat10nallst.-

All of these per:.odlcals were closed down by decxslon of thie' Executive
without any attempt at recoursé to judicial proceedlngs‘through whiceh legal
_sanct:ons n1pht ultlmately have been 1mposed.

Various'jQUrnéls were’the"victims‘of bombings and machire-gun -attacks

(E fiundo, Voz del Interior, Notlcias, Voz Serrana). The most serious oc-

currence to be recalled is the raid on the tradltlonal Cérdoban daily, Voz

del Interlor whose offlces were overrun by 50 men for- two hours, without

the siightest 1ntervent10n on the part of the pollce. It is alleged that
some time later a hlnlster of the Prcvznc al Government, ‘Gar¢ia Laval,

handed . thn neWSpaper s manaper a llst of those barthlDatlng 1n the crlme.

There are records of diverse arrests and attempted kldnapplngSIEnd‘
Hm;ders of journalists.: These events were fully described in the new5papers.
I* is also alleged that the commerc1al press is* falrly cautious in its -~ —
criticism of the government. This is because it needs official advertising
(which is the monopoly of the Telam Official Apency and is used as a'means
of pressure over the press)} and furthermore it is necessary tc assure it-
self of a llcense to 1mport newspr*nt, since there 1s none produced natlon-
alily. - -
_ The Buenos Aires ‘Lawyers® Assoe1at1on protested agamst the’ closure of
._eperlodlcaxs by Ixecutive intervention (81). The Argentinidn Association of
Journalists® Groups (ADEPA) at a recent meeting, called for the ‘restoration
of the freedom of the press "so severely compromlsed 1n*Argent1na in ~recent
times” . (82} o
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APPENDIZX

Penal Legislation

1. On the taking over of power by the new governmemt on May 25, 1973,
when Dr. Caﬁnora assumed the office of President, Act. No. 20505 was imme-~
dlately passed revoking all penal laws which had not been duly enacted by
the National Congress and reviving the pPOVlSlonS in. fcrce at the time of
the issuance of the laws and legislative decrees which were thus repealed.
Exceptions were made in respect of the amendments to the Penal Code introduced .
by hets 17567 and 18334% in sections 173 (7} (fraudulent management} and
11 (barpaining over aguired contractual rlﬁhts), 5. 179 (2) (fraudulent
" bankruptey); s. 130 (shipwrecks, running aground and airplane disasters});
‘s. 194 (interruption of public transport and-services); .s. 198 (piracy at
sea and on navigable rivers and high-jacking)-and 175(b15) (usury). Excep-
tions were “also made in respect of the abrogation of Acts Hos.. 19359 .and
20184 (exchange), 17250 (national provident funds) and 18247 (promotlon and
:developnent of exports), which thus remain in force. -

2.  The government was authorised to set up a Penal Law Reform -Commission
_and it submltted a General Part of the Penal Code, towards the end of last
year. :

3. It is alleged that mot all of the repressive lauws were repealed on
May 26, 1273. There remained in force those establishing the CONASE (Secu-
rity Counc11) the COHADL (Development Council}, the CONES and the CONALYT,
amongst others, thus empowerlna the Executive to intervene.in the political
economic and social life of every sector of the country in a totalitarian
fashion. (i)
4, On January 28, 1874, an Act presented in Bill foim by the Executive
was passed Lntroduc1ng various amendments to the Penal Code relating to
crimes apainst the person and actwv1t1es connected with subversion (Act No. . —
20642) o - :
This law was passed over the strong opnosition of all of the left-wing
elements. It increases - in some cases drastically -~ the penal consequences
of certain crimes: kidnapping, extortion, incitement to crime, illicit as-
sociation (which is now punishable by imprisonment of from 3 to 10 years,
with a minimum sentence for ieaders or organmisers of 5 years}, public inti-
midation, the orpanisation of or participation in @n sssociation which at-
tacks public ‘order (making membership in such an association punishable by
imprisonment for a term of 3 to 8 years}, sedition: The same Act creates
neu types of ¢rime alsoc: threats, extortion by kidnapping, "the manufacture,
possession or supplying of explosive, incendiary, asphyxiating or toxic
substances or mechanisms for the purpose of disturbing public security, the
falsification of motor vehicle ownership and driving permits. (2)

As a result of the increase in sentsnces several crimes can no longer
give rise to bail applications. The latter have in any case been modified -
by Act. No. 20516 of July 6, 1973.

The Radical Civic Union {UCR), main opposition party, was also totally
opposed to the proposed Penal Code Amendments, claiming that such reforms
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were attempting to re-introduce many of the aspects of the repressive legis-

lation which had been repealed on Hay 26, 1973. It also made the point that

the measures were unnecessary ‘'since the government already has all consti-
' tutional and legal powers for combatting subversion and violence". (3)

5. On September 30 1974 a Securlty Act was passed, punlshlna subversive
. activities. of any klnd., .

L This law (Act Fo. 20B40) punishes with imprisonment of from 3. - 8 years
: -whoever.. for the purpose of bringing to fruition his ideological tepets, at-
tempts er encourages by any means whatsoever the ‘alteration or suppression
:of the established order and.the social peace of the nation, in a manner not
established ih the Mational.Constitution or lepal provisions reculatlng the
political, economic and social 1life of the nation (sect:on 1), -

-:Those who:enmage in.the distribution, propapation or diffusién of mate-
rlals tendlno to indoctrinate, or who seek to cenvert or- instruct on matters
relating. to.any. conduct prohibited under section 1, can be Dunzshed by pri-

-son terms rang;ng from 2 to 6 years; anyone publzcxy defending such crimes,
: their perpetrators or collaborators,' anyone having the authority to exhibit,
print, publish, reproduce, distribute or supply by whatever means, printed
or encraved material, through which facts, communications or pictures of
. : conduct prohibited by section 1 are made public; ‘-anyone having .under his
T - ’ control or authority telecommunicaticns equ1pment for transmitting without
lawful authorisation and anyone using such equipment or abetting. anyone else
in the use of. tBSme without lawful excuse, are a;l 51n11arly punlshable.
T

‘This Act also punlshe; the use or possession of enblems, insignia or
badges standlng for notorlously subver51ve organisations with from 2~ 5 years
imprisonment and the same penmalty is provided for editors and publishers of
any kind of publication, radic or telévision managers and brpadcasters or
those responsible for any means of communication which propagates informa-
tion or facts, pictures or any sort of communication concerning- the copduct
described .in.section 1. (4)

. A penalty of from.l tc 3 years impriscmment is also provided for insti-
gating the breach of obligations imposed by an award declaring a‘strike il-
- . ~legal. . Industrial sabotage is also punlshable when 1t 15 undertaken with
guilty intent. O -

The crimes covered by this Act are under federal jurisdiction and bail
procedures and suspended sentences are nhot aonlicable.
.+ -6s- . The.Buenos Alres Lavyers' Association protested apainst the Securlty
T Act,,statlng that it made the holdlng of opinions-& crime with the widest and
~: most ipdiscriminate -parameters, covering all typeé and means of'creative and
wcomnunicated, thought, thus restricting constitutional-ruarantees. The Asso-
ciation. further declared in its’ _protest that the extent of penalties includ-
- 1no addltlonal sanctions such as the’ compulsory deportation of a foreign
‘- national -and the withdrawal of his papers, amounts- tg a system of rigorous
and indiscriminate repression which can-in no way contribute té.a process
of national pacification and the elimination of terrorism. lNoreover, the
repression provided for in cases where labour conflicts were declared .illegal
was alleged to be in violation of guarantees laid down in the Constitution.
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FOOTNOTES

Arrested.on Noverber 1, 1974. President of the Mar del Plata Section
of the Argentine Leasue for liuman Righzs and Vice-Chairman of the
National Cxecutive Council of this body. lember of the Intramsimeant
Party.

Arrested in-Cérdoba'anE handed over to the Federal Cobrdinatidn}force.

Former adv1ser to the Ministry of the Provincial Governnent of Santa

“Cruz. Arrested on lovember 12, 197%. llépber of the Integratlonlst

Deve lopment Hovement{

Arrested on Fovenber 18, 1974, ﬁémber of thé (Peronist) Partido Justi-
cialista. ‘ i :

Former judge of. the Supreme Court of Salta. A%rééféd.in hié offiée on

. ﬂovember 28, 1874, the date on which federal 1ntervent10n in the Pro-
. vinee became effective. How in prlson at Vllla Devoto, Buenecs Aires.

Detained in Catamarca.

.Solicitor.for the_?opular Leftist Front of Cdrdoba. _“

Arrested in llendoza on March 5, 1975.
Arrested on Novepber 1, 1974. President of the Tuddmén'Secfionzgf the
Argentine League for Human Rights. MNember of the Communist Party
(which is legally recognised). ' ' o

Aprested in La Plata on Hovember 13, 1974,

Hember of the Peronist Youth liovement, arrested in Bahia Blanca.

Membér of the (Péroﬁist) Paftido Justicialista, arrested in.thié Blanca.
Former Hinis{ér and former'Secretary of the San Luis Peronist Congress.
Under arrest since Hovember 21, 1274, in Rosario.

Merber of thé Socialist Horkers Party.

As to. the arrest of Susana Aguad, Susana Buconic¢ and Abraham Kozak at
Cérdoba on December 2, 1974, see La Voz del Interior (December 3, 1974).
This paper also reports on the police's forcible’ entry of “the law of-
fice of Ronald Troncoso. Gusana Aguad, Susana Buconic ‘and’ Abraham
Kozak wepe counsel acting for workers and po¢1t1cal detalnnes (La Voz
del Interior, December 19, 13974). The "well- -known Peronist m111tancy

‘of Miss Buconlc was mentioned {La Voz del Interior, Decenber U, 1974),

Cf. La Voz del Interior, December 17, 1974,
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"To the - Natlon",ﬂapch 22, 1975: '"Me are of the opinion that the deten-

't*on of the ¢olleagues named and ‘the Decree instituting the State of

Siere Pesp0n51blp for -such detention, constitute a flagrant. injustice
tc the ‘manner in which thev hava always carr*ed out tnelr Drofess%on.

La Nac16n Aprll 5 197u

El Cronlsta Conerczal ”ay 16 197u

Hoticias, August 6, 1974, | -~

La Waciédn, July lS 1974, and otic as, July le, 1974 both with photo-
-graphs.« .- . S :

Vide the document "El Regimen Democrdtico Peligra enm ia Argentina" (The

Danger of the-Democratic Regime in Arfentina) drawn up by the -Argentine
Leapue for Human Rights, January 2;.1975, p. B. The Buepos -Aires Law-
yers' Association had a protest published (Duenos Aires Lawyers' Asso-

'.1czatlon - AABA - Bulletin, No. 323, Septenber ¢974)

(24)

(25)

(25)
(27)

(28)

(29)

{30)

(31)

{22y

(33)

(34)

See the eneraetlc protest made by the Buenos Alres Lawyers Assoc1at10n

" on September 6, 1374, and published in its Bulletin.

La Nacidn, January 2, 1974,

This lawyer was arrested during June 1974. He was Secretary-General of

-the Lawyers' Gu:ld.‘ cf. El"Cronista Comercial, Juneiﬂ 1974,

The ;nvest1ga+1on ‘was dlscontlnued for want of ev1dence. £l Cronista

Comercial, Decermber 1, 1973.

'El Hundo, October 2u, 19732

See the full report of the newspaper Ll “undo, Hovember 28, 29 and 30,
1973, as well as Hotlcias of liovember 30,.1573. .

Rodolfo Ortepa Pefa waS'engaged'in extensive political activity. He
had taken up office as a lational Congressman about four months earlier,

"replacing a llember who had resianed because of disagreement over the

Penal Code reforms.- He was a member of FREJULI (Frente Justicialista

de Liberacidn - The Just Liberation Front) of the Government block. He
was a manager of the. review llilitancia, closed down by the Govermment

in April 1974, cf. YNoticias, June 21, 1974. There is a complete des-

crlptlon of the crime in \lotiv::las, August 2, 1974,

Vide Hotlcias, August 3, 1974, w1th full photo coverape (“The Vlllar
Funeral"); La Voz del Interior, Augpust 3, 1974.

Notlcias, August W, 1974, -~ . o S

Dlarlo ‘del Ses1ones (i.e. the Conpresszonal Record) Aunust 1, 1974,

Cérdoba, September 23, 1974. This type of vehicle 1s used by the ?ed—
eral Police and has been connected with innumerabie. vlelent acts, to
which reference will be made below. R
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See Cdrdoba, Septermber 13, 1974, various statements. Curutchet had
been imprisoned over some considerable period under the military dic-
tdtérships both in the prison of Villa Devoto and in Rawson in Pata-
gonia. See the Petition published on September 12, 1974, by the
Cbrdoba Fighting Trade Union. Organlsatloﬂ.

See a full description of the facts in El Cronista Comercial, Septem-
ber 28, 1974.

It would seem that this asssrtiom is inconsistentwith the alleged
political militancy of the lawyers.

Some judges interviewed on this matter stated that the leglslatlon on
procedure, as respects jurisdiction, is in chaos.

The review Nuevo Hombre, flrst half of December 1973 records the

Vpolltlcal activity of thls ‘lawyer.

.Hedlrectedalong w~t5 Dr. Eduarde L. Duhalde, the review Hlilitancia,

closed down in April 1974. Cf, Cronica, June 19, 1974, and Pot101gs,
Aupust 21, 1974,

The orpanisation justified the accurrence {takinnm placé on Harch 29,

1970) by stating that Aramburu was responsible for the shootlna of
27 Perconists, after the revelution on June 9, 1856.

Yhen he was elected President, General Perdn confronted‘the Hoﬁtoneros,
calling ther “stupid, smooth-chinned and mercenary youths™.. This took
place at a meeting held on May 1, 1374, at the Plaza de Hayo.

On June 20, 1973, as Teneral Perdn was returning to Arrcentina, a viol-
ent conflict between Peronist extremists took place in the woods sur-
rounding Ezeiza airport, which resulted in dozens of deaths 2ad wound-
ings. Inexplicably, the police made no move to intervene and thare
has never been an official report on the matter. The event, of the
greatest sericusness, seems to have been the signal for a wave of
viclence which has been moing on ever since.

'ﬁhé‘kidnapping was undertaken to force the government te bring into
the open various militants who had simply disappeared. As there was

no official response, the Consul was murderad and his body was Found

rolled in the flap -of the ilontoneros to which were glued the portraits
~of the militants vho had disappeared.

For the ERP, the ilontoneros do not constifute a revoluticnary move-
ment but rather a petty-bourgeois one. Cf. Cuestiondrio, Harch 1975.

Cuestiondrio, Harch 1975. Among. the kidnappings of millionaires, that

of the General Manager of FIAT should be mentioned. Common criminals

have also begun to practise extortion by kidnapping. According to
the Hinister, !lr. Benitez, at present of every 10 kidnappings only 3

_are political. Sehe o ) TR

Cuestiondrie, March 1975:  “Qué hay en Tucuman?” ("hat is -oing od

in Tecunde?™. S e
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(48) The events took place while I was in Buenos Aires. Upon his release,
the judce sent & letter to the court over which he presided, stating
. that he had been kidnapped "for the sole purpose of.forcing ar expla-
© nation to be wiven of the - whereabouts of Berdgic Sﬁhnelder, arrested
by federal aents, and of whom there had besn no news. This was made
knovn to-me while I was being held and I was properly treated.™, El
Cronista Comercial, March 7, 1975; La Nacidn, HMaréh 7, 1975.

(49) 1In an article publlshed in the review ' Las Bases in ‘1972, General Perdn
himself stated "that para-police orpanisations, recruited and trained
R by persons in the militarv and in the polxce, are operating in Argen-
-':i?f-f . Coen tlna ' Cf. E1- uundo, Jarch 8 1974 .

-;(50) Senator Irlgoyen was, SEPIDUSAY wounded by the exploslon of a borb
- ~placed in, ,his car,

(51) El Caudillo, liarch 5, 1975.

(52) La Voz del Interior, September 22, 1974.

(53) Menber of Congress, Rodolfo Oscar Vittar and Roberto Vidafia (of Cérdoba
province), Armando Daniel Croato and Carlos iliguel Kumkel {of Buenos
. Aires) protested agmainst the receipt of thveatenlnﬂ Jetters s;gned by
S the AAA. The same happened- to other parliamentarians,.amongst then
' Members of Conrress Jorge Omar Viale and Jes#ts (lira.’ Senator Solari
. Irigoyen, before the assault which. he suffered, had also received a
threatening letter. liember of Conrrbss ‘Héctor Sandler ‘was threatened
for "being the counsel to the LRP mercenaries'’. Cf. La Voz del Inter-
ior, September 17, 1874. '

(s4) Clarin, September 26, 1974; Cronica, Sentenber 26, 197u- La Opinidn,
September 27, 1974, In a press Telease the AAA stated that the artists |
"Norman Briski, Macha Guevara, Hector Alterio, Luiz Srandoni and Hordeio—
Guapany were condemned to death because 'high connand ‘had noted their
anti-social activities in favour of Harxlsw in-the artistic milieu".

(55) See the newsnapers of February 16, 1374, and Asi of February 22, 1974,
with full reports on Giovenco, his activities and crimes. -

(56) E1 Cronista”Comercial, June 18, lQ?u.'f
(57) Notlcias, June 23, 1974. '
(58) Hotlecias, liay 30, 1974,
(59) Hoticias, Aupust &, 1974,
(60) Asi, September 20, 1974.
(61) Moticias, August 22, 197u.

(62) La Voz del Interior, August 8, 1974.

(83) La Voz del Interiér, December 14, 1874,
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(71
(72)
(735

(74)

(75)

{76}

(77
(78)
(79)
(80}
{81)
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La Calle, December 14, 1974

El Crenista Comercial, September 18, 1974;. La Voz del Interior,
September 20, 1974; Asi, September 20, 1974. i

Notlcias, March 2, 1974; La Opinidn, larch 2, 1974..
La Hacidn, HMay 17, 1974.

La Voz del Interior, May 30, 1974,

See the document "El Recimen Democrdtico Pelipra en la Argentina"

(The Danger of the Democratic Regime in Argentina) published by the
Argentine League for Human Rights on January 2, 1975. 'The chronology
of events between the lst and the 15th of December, here only excerp-
ted, is impressive. ’

See on this matter, El Mundo, February 6, 1974; El Cronista Comer-
cial, February 19, 1974; La Voz del. Interior, llay 30, 1974, and Asi,
June 7, 197y,

La Macidn, March 7, 1975. -

La Calle,;Deﬁember 17, 1974

..La Voz del Interior, December 12, 1974.

Draft General Part of the Penal Code, Buenos Aires, 1974, p. 8. See
the charges made by a prison chaplain in Hotlcias, Aupust 6, 1974
("The disgraceful conditions in prisons™). :

Asi, June 29, 1973.

See the publication Political Prisoners under the State of Siege:
Arrest or Punishment? ("Presos Pollticos por el Estade de Sitio: Ar-
resto o cumplimiento de pena?V), published by the Argentine League
for Human Ripghts.

La Razdn, Harch 11, 137S.

El Cronista Comercial, May 10, 1974; Ll Peronista, May 1%, 1975.

See alsc Notleias, Aupust 25, 197u,
De Frents, MNo. 7, p. 11 (June 20, 187u4)}.

Boletin, Ho. 325, November 1974,

Jornal do Brasil, March 23, 1975.
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FOOTHOTES to APPENDIX

"The Danger of the democratic Resime in Argentina“, cit. supra.

Cf. La Nacidn, Janunarv 25, 1974.

La YNacidn, January 11, 1974.

The People's Revolutionary Army was declared illegal by Decree MNo.
1454 {1973), by the then President Raul Lastiri. The press may not
publish the name ERP nor the name Montoneros. The former is always
referred to as "the outlawed organisation”™ and the latter as "the
organisation which went underground”. Cf. Cuestionario, Mo. 23
(liarch 1975).
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